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as prosecutions are actually carrying on against Mm ly
our Board of Trade> he is, during such prosecution
at least, an improper person to hold a seat at that
board; and therefore we direct that he be suspended
from the Company's service until our further pleas-
ure concerning him be known." The principle laid
down in this instruction, even before their own opin-
ion concerning Mr. Barton's case was declared, and
merely on the prosecution of others, serves to render
their conduct not very accountable in the case of
Mr. Barwell. Mr. Barton was iu a subordinate sit-
uation, and his remaining or not remaining in it was
of little or no moment to the prosecution. Mr.
Barton was but one of seven; whereas Mr. Barwell
was one of four, and, with the Governor-General,
was in effect the Supreme Council.

In the present state of power and patronage iu
India, and during the relations which are permitted
to subsist between the judges, the prosecuting offi-
cers, and the Council-General, your Committee is
very doubtful whether the mode of prosecuting the
highest members in the Bengal government, before
a court at Calcutta, could have been almost in any
case advisable.

It is possible that particxilar persons, in high ju-
dicial and political situations, may, by force of an
unusual strain of virtue, be placed far above the
influence of those circumstances which in ordinary
cases are known to make an impression on the hu-
man mind. But your Committee, sensible that laws
and public proceedings ought to be made for gen-
eral situations, and not for personal dispositions, are
not inclined to have any confidence in the effect of
criminal proceedings, whore no means are provided